CHAPTER ONE
THE THIRTEENTH POINT

"ORE and more did Paderewski feel the need of
giving expression to his fondness for Poland. His
Jiiture as a pianist was assured and that part of his
life had long been transmuted from an ideal to a reality.
His rich nature, however, did not easily confine itself to one
channel, especially as his constant preoccupation with the
future of Poland strengthened his political interests. His
music was one way of approaching the central problem of
his life, Poland ; but it was not the only way. Now that his
artistic ambition had been achieved, he might look to more
tangible means of serving the cause of Poland. He could
become a professional politician or write on behalf of
Poland ; which would mean the immediate sacrifice of his
artistic career, and the choice of a medium that hitherto had
lain outside his nature. Whatever the medium, it must have
artistic significance.
No one had a deeper knowledge of the ideal for which he
was about to work than Paderewski himself. His study of
Chopin had helped him to grasp the finest subtleties of the
Polish mind. The step from his artistic past to a new
political future by no means implied the negation of
those former studies, but rather the reverse. His almost
natural approach to political activity presented itself in the
form of oratory, for oratory or its social form, conversation,
had always been one of Paderewski's passions. He appre-
ciated wit, but he had not lost a certain nawetf, which
made him enjoy even the simplest of jokes.
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